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All Synods and Councils 


“may err’ 


“have erred” 

“Not to be made the rule of faith or practice.” 

Yes, that is what our Westminster Confession 
has to say about our governing courts. We 
ought to have them. They ought to decide mat- 
ters of faith and conscience, lay down rules for 
the worship and government of the church. But 
these decrees are to be received “if consonant 
with the word of God.” These courts are not 
to intermeddle with civil affairs but to handle 
ecclesiastical concerns. Moreover, they are not 
to make their own decisions the rule of faith 
or of practice, but are to be a help in main- 
taining the Word of God as the rule of faith 
and practice. The Roman Catholic Church 
made its canon law to be equal to and in prac- 
tice superior to the Word of God; but Luther 
hurled that canon law into the flames at Eyster 
Gate, Dec. 10, 1520. The true Protestant posi- 
tion is that the Church is not to place her word 
on a par with the Word of her Lord; she is His 
servant not His confidential adviser; she is be- 
neath Him, not equal with Him. He is the 
only King and the sole Lawgiver in Zion. <Ac- 
cordingly, it is neither Presbyterian nor Protes- 
tant to insist that a minister pledge himself to 
everything the church courts may send down 
for the support of his congregation, nor to ask 
him, as a condition of entrance into a presby- 
tery, to pledge his support to every individual 
or cause a presbytery may approve. We re- 
spectfully request our esteemed brethren who 
are pushing such pledges and asking such ques- 
tions for admission to their respective presby- 
teries to re-read the Westminster Confession “Of 
Synods and Councils,” and to re-read the chap- 
ter in the Book of Church Order “Of Christ the 
King and Head of the Church.” —W.C.R. 
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The Evangelical Faith vs. 
“Fundamentalism” 


Because of the antics of some professional 
Fundamentalists, of whom it could never be 
said: “Behold how they love one another’; and, 
also because of the blanket opprobrium accord- 
ed by theological liberalism to fundamentalism 
and those who hold that there are essential 
Christian doctrines, it is tremendously impor- 


tant that some who are confused have a few 
unassailable facts brought to their remem- 
brance. 

There have been pseudo patriots whose 


patriotism has consisted in flag waving, loud 
speeches and words of criticism and denuncia- 
tion against those of other nations. 


But, their chauvinism in no way vitiates true 
patriotism, nor does it lessen one’s responst- 
bility to love, honor and defend his country 
against her real enemies. 


In like manner, the fact that there are Fun- 
damentalists whose attitudes and actions have 
belied the faith they so vehemently profess, this 
in no way lessens the validity of those articles 
of the Christian faith which constitute the 
Christian message and are the basis for con- 
sistent Christian living. 


In its basic 


consistent 


content, fundamentalism is the 
continuation of the historic Chris- 
tian faith; it is those basic doctrines of historic 
evangelical Christianity which have been held 
by the Church from the time of the Reforma- 
tion and which are a part of the articles of belief 
of every major Protestant denomination today. 

Current liberalism, keenly aware of the un- 
loving, and at times vicious attacks of Funda- 
mentalists; attacks which at times stoop to 
innuendo, half-truths and inferential guilt, have 
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seized this opportunity to attempt to identify 
essential Christian doctrines with people and 
movements which, to say the least, do not adorn 
those doctrines they so loudly profess. The re- 
sult is an apparent justification for a repudia- 
tion of historic evangelical Christianity. On this 
unhappy basis some sincere Christians find 
) themselves both confused and compromised. 
Because some men and women have become 
addicts does not in any degree lessen the use- 
fulness and blessing of the narcotic drugs. Be- 
cause some have become allergic to the sulfona- 
mides or penicillin does not lead to their being 
discarded. 


eae. 





: The thing for every thinking Christian to 
do is to see just what is meant by essential doc- 
trines and to study the meaning of these doc- 
trines and their effect on those who accept 
them, not only in terms of eternity but also in 
their daily applic: ation in our lives now. 


Here are some essential doctrines of historic 
evangelical beget ey doctrines which have 

been held in common by all branches of evan- 
i= gelical Pvovebiantians down through the years: 


} That Christ is the Son of God, the Second 
Person of the Trinity; and that He came into 
this worl, born of a virgin, according to the 
Scriptures. 


at the Scriptures of the Old and New Tes- 
tment were given by inspiration of God and 
theretors are authoritative and authentic—The 
Word ot Gad. 


That Christ died on the Cross for our sins, 
combining in this one act the heliness and jus- 
tice of God with Llis love and grace and mercy. 


a gp ers ——— ——— —_—————— 


That Christ perserxclly and definitely arose 
from the dead, and by this mighty act God 
showed forth His power and assures those who 
believe in Him of a like glorious resurrecti.n 
with Him for all eternity. 


That the future life will either be spent in 
Heaven o1 Hell and that man’s destiny is de- 
termined by what he does with God’s proffered 
redemption. 


There are other doctrines which might be 
considered but these are mentioned because 
, they are vital, and because they have been a 
» part of the historic Christian faith and still are. 





Unfortunately, almost all of these doctrines 
are now held question in some quarters and 
where not denied they are frequently “inter- 
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preted” so that they mean something entirely 


different. 


The Christian faith has been kept pure down 
through the ages by men who have maintained 
their faith in the inspired Word God and 
the truths and doctrines taught therein and who 
have affirmed this faith against those of each 
generation who would change it to suit the 
whims of the immediate reasoning of a particu- 
lar time. 


Unfortunately, in our own generation, this 
attempt to rationalize the Christian faith and 
express it in terms which deny essential truths, 
has at times been met with a violence and 
intemperance which has been utterly un- 
Christian. Instead of contending for the faith 
valiantly, but in love, they have become con- 
tentious. Taking to themselves the name “Fun- 
damentalists,” only too often their actions have 
done violence to the Christian witness of the 
Church. 


But, the liberal who has denied or questioned 
these fundamentals of the faith, has no excuse 
for his departure from the historic evangelical 
position simply because some of its adherents 
are guilty of unfortunate and unloving actions. 
The fundamentals of the faith remain the same, 
regardless of what man may do either pro or con. 


For that reason there is great need for clear 
thinking and for clear affirmations in a time 
when there is so much turmoil. Those who hold 
the evangelical faith should demonstrate that 
this faith works in their own lives, enabling 
them to differ from others in both Christian 
courtesy and love. 


On the other hand, the liberal should frankly 
admit that he has left the historic evangelical 
position and carefully refrain from using evan- 
gelical terms with connotations entirely foreign 
to their orginally understood meaning. 


Most of all, a clear distinction needs to be 
made between the fundamentals of the Christian 
faith and those who affirm them with the mouth 
but belie them by their actions. —L. N. B. 
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So Broad — So Narrow 


The Christian faith is full of paradoxes and 
within these paradoxes are to be found some 
of the most important of all Christian doctrines. 


One of these paradoxes is that the way of 
salvation is very narrow, and at the same time 
very broad. 


Its narrowness is to be found in the fact that 
Christ is the only way of salvation - that He 
is the way, the truth and the life and no man 


comes to God but by Him. 


Its broadness is revealed in the universal offer 
of salvation to whosoever believeth in Him. 


The majesty and the simplicity of God's re- 
deeming grace are revealed in His provision of 
a complete and sure redemption through His 
Son and the giving of this same redeeming grace 
to all who humble themselves, recognize thei 
need and turn to this one way of escape. 


There is a lot of foolish talk about “God 
being too good to damn anyone”, - “Oh, God 
will surely save everyone some day’, - “A God 
of love cannot let anyone be lost” 


But, what is it that God has done? First He 
has provided a perfect way of salvation. Second, 
He has offered it freely to all who will receive 
it. By what possible standard can such a glorious 
evidence of God’s love be rejected? Only by 
those whose foolish minds have been darkened 
and whose unregenerate hearts have wilfully 
rejected that which He has so graciously done. 


We are finding within Protestantism today a 
strange recrudescence of universalism; some- 
thing theologically, doctrinally and _ historically 
completely foreign to the evangelical Christian 
faith. It stems from rejection of divine revela- 
tion, enthroning of human concepts and the 
emergence of a new gospel - the gospel of men, 
and of death. 


That men both prominent and _ popular 
should embrace this universalism, while at the 
same time walking under the banner of evan- 
gelical Protestantism, would not be so ominous 
but for the fact that they continue to be ac- 
cepted in quarters where they should be un- 
equivocally rejected. 


This brazen attempt of man to make broad 
the door of God’s redemption and at the same 
time affirm there are other paths than the God- 
ordained and blood-stained way of the Cross 
is surprising only because of the company in 
which it is found. 

Can it be that man is more just than his 
Maker? Can it be that finite man is more wise 
than his Creator? Shall we not fear to add to 
or detract from the clear affirmations of God's 
Word? 
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“For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that WHOSOEVER be- 
lieveth on him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.” 


“He that believeth on the Son hath everlast 
ing life: and he that believeth not on the Son 
SHALL NOT SEE LIFE; BUT THE WRATH 
OF GOD ABIDETH ON HIM.” 


Che way to salvation is narrow. The way to 
eternal death is broad. The way to salvation 
is open and free. The way to eternal punish 
ment is the way of rejection of God’s free grace. 

Broad? Yes 


BUT, TI 


- Narrow? Yes - 


IS ALSO CERTAIN. 
—L. N. B. 


“Tet This Mind Be P* You” 


By Rev. Kennedy Smartt 
Scottdale, Ga. 


“Let this mind be in you, which was also 
in Christ Jesus: who being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 
but made himself of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a servant, and was made 
in the likeness of men: and being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and be- 
came obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross.” Philippians 2:5-8. 


When Andrew Jackson was elected president 
of the United States and the day of his inaugura- 
tion drew near, many important officials, ele- 
gantly clad, filled the city of Washington. Into 
this group rode a lone, crudely dressed, back 
woods farmer from Tennessee. That humble 
farmer was none other than Jackson himself. 
What a humble beginning for the next president 
of the United States. 


But hear how our Lord humbled Himself. 
The Bible teaches us that in the beginning He 
was with God, yea He was God, and without 
Him was not anything made that was made. He 
did not have to reach up to be equal with God, 
but existed as one with God. This same Lord 
Jesus chose to empty Himself of that heavenly 
position and to come into this world as a serv- 
ant, as a humble vagabond without a home. 


Were Christ to come to earth today into the 
midst of our present society, He would not be 
welcomed in very many of our churches, nor 
would he be counted a good “prospect.” He 
would not be able to contribute much to the 
financial program of the church and _ because 
of his clothes and the company he kept, most of 
us would look on Him condemningly. Christ 
bathed the dirty feet of lowly men, rode on a 
donkey, and befriended the most notorious sin- 
ners in town. Instead of “putting the poor in 
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their place,’ he stooped to minister unto them, 
to elevate them above himself. He did not think 
down on them but up with them. 


Christ humbled himself, first of all unto the 
will of God, second unto the needs of others, 
and third in denying himself and becoming 
obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross. Christ chose to take our sin, and sinful 
natures upon Himself and to crucify them in 
His own body on the cross. He did this in 
order that we might be freed from the bondage 
and slavery of the world, the flesh and the devil. 


We cannot help but marvel afresh at the love 
and sacrifice, at the humility and decision of 
our Savior. But note why the Holy Spirit has 
told us about this. Not that we just appreciate 
Christ more, though surely that too, but notice 
the opening words of this passage. 


“Let this mind be in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus:” 


Every Christian believer must humble him- 
self and become obedient unto the death of 
the cross. Humility begins with obedience to 
God. We must learn, as Christ taught by His 
example and testimony, to think in terms of 
“the will of God” and not “what I want.” The 
expression “I don’t want to” must disappear 
from the Christian vocabulary. Either God wills 
that | do or that I do not, and I submit to 
Him. And secondly we must learn humility in 
our attitude toward others. Ordinarily we con- 
demn others for committing sins no more serious 
than the ones we excuse ourselves for commit- 
ting. Christian humility censures self and seeks 
to understand why the other transgressed. It 
puts God first, others second, and self last. 


Christ chose to take our sinful natures with 
Him to the cross, and this same mind must 
be in us. We must choose to crucify our old 
natures, to become obedient unto the death of 
the cross. This we do by a deliberate choice of 
our will, reckoning the sin principle in us to 
have died, and therefore worthy of no more 
gratification. We don’t put food out for a pet 
animal we reckon to be dead, and we don’t 
feed the appetites of our sinful natures when 
we have chosen to be crucified with Christ. 
Someone has said that when self is crucified, 
Christ is living, but when self is living, Christ 
is crucified afresh and put to open shame. 

“Let this mind be in you, which was also 
in Christ Jesus: who . . . humbled himself and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross.” 
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THOUGHTS FROM PSALM 119 
GIMEL : Verses 17 - 24. 


Key-verse: “Open thou mine eyes, that I may 
behold wondrous things out of thy law.” 


Third Division : 


You may put a blind man down in the most 
beautiful valley in America but he will see 
none of its beauty. 


The natural man, whom the “god of this 
world has blinded” does not see the wonders 
of the Word; we must have spiritual enlight- 
enment; the “eyes of the heart must be opened.” 
This is a good prayer to make every time we 
open the Book. What are a few of these “won- 
drous things” we can see? 


I. A Picture of God; the True and Living 
God; Triune God; God, our Father; God, the 
Saviour; God our Comforter, the Holy Spirit. 


We see His Character; His Law; His Works. 
II. A Picture of Man; Ourselves. 


The Bible is a Mirror; in it we see our own 
likeness. The Bible is full of people, all sorts 
of people; and we can find our portrait in 
this picture gallery. 


We see Man as he came from the hand of 
God, created in the image of God. We see Man 
after he has fallen, after he has sinned, and the 
terrible condition he is in; “dead in trespasses 
and sins."” We see Man redeemed and trans- 
formed; made the child of God again; saved by 
grace, and restored to his place in the family 


of God. 


Ill. We see the Plan of Salvation : It runs 
from Genesis to Revelation. 


1. It is God-Planned; “God so loved the world 
that He gave’”’ etc. 

2. It is God-Executed: Not carried out by 
some great man, or by angels, but by the Son 
of God Himself. 

3. It is God-applied : The Holy Spirit applies 
it; we are born of the Spirit, led by the Spirit, 
taught by the Spirit, sanctified by the Spirit; 
filled with the Spirit. 


Wonderful things in the Bible I see; This is 
the dearest, that Jesus loves me. —J. K. P. 





“Life and Service Hymns” 


Do you have used copies of LIFE AND 
SERVICE HYMNS that you would sell or give 
to a small Church to supplement their present 
inadequate supply? If so please write— 
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ANGLERS 


(By the Editor of The Testament 
for Fishers of Men) 


Lesson No. 118 


“HOW CAN I LEARN TO BELIEVE?” 
Dear ANGLERS: 

I have a very difficult “prospect.” He does 
not resent my talking to him about his soul’s 
salvation; indeed, he seems to be _ interested; 
but he just doesn’t seem to be able to believe 
what I tell him, or what I read to Him in 
God’s Word. He is one of the teachers in High 
School, with an “analytical mind,” prides him- 
self on critically examining any important 
proposition—“weighing the evidence” pro and 
con, etc., etc. You are doubtless familiar with 
the type. He says the “virgin birth” is a_bio- 
logical absurdity; he cannot understand why 
God holds him responsible for Adam's sin (“if 
Adam did sin!”), nor how the dying of one 
man could atone for sins not yet committed, 
and for the sins of the whole world. He holds 
Bishop Oxnam’s ideas; thinks God is unjust, 
“if the Bible statements are true.” 


He does not get out of patience with me, but 
with apparently unshakable complaisance meets 
my Bible based statements with the age-old 
sophistries of unbelief and pseudo-logic. Some- 
times I think he would like to believe; in fact, 
he only recently said, “I wish I could believe 
what you are saying.” I wish I could win him, 
not only for his own sake, but because of his 
influence upon his pupils. Can you suggest 
anything? (Name withheld) 


Reply. There are several things to be con- 
sidered. He is putting his own, and the human 
logic of others, against the infinite wisdom ol 
Almighty God. Of course he cannot understand 
Why and How, and he is not required to un- 
derstand Why and How. He moves in a multi- 
tude of mysteries every day which have never 
been solved by the most learned scientists 
through all the ages. He cannot understand the 
air he breathes, the water he drinks, the food 
he eats, but that does not keep him from ap- 
propriating and profiting by them. Physicists 
can break these things down into their com- 
ponent elements, but without God they always 
come to a dead end when they endeavor to 
discover how they originated. !1 would be folly 
to reject them because we do not understand 
them. Even the animals, fishes, birds and insects 
do not make that mistake. But when God made 
man He imparted to him a “spiritual intellect” 
with which by faith he can accept. spiritual 
truth to his eternal salvation. A pig cannot 
do that. 


It would seem that on this basis alone 
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—the vast difference between God’s infinity and 
man’s (comparatively puny) finiteness — one 
would not hesitate an instant to accept God's 
Word, no matter how mysterious and inscrutible 
(even unreasonable) it might appear to our 
human logic. The high school teacher may 
not realize it, but he is trying to bail out the 
ocean with a pint cup. 


\nother thing to consider is that all doubt- 
ing of God’s Word, the miracles recorded, the 
virgin birth, the charging of God with “in- 
justice” - all these spring from three conditions 
in the human heart: sin, pride and rebellion 
against God’s holy Law. The Bible rebukes 
sin, even in a bishop. Pride resents rebuke and 
refuses to confess; and that is rebellion. The 
modernist thinks it is smart to criticize the Word, 
bringing in logic, biology, human philosophy 
and pseudo-science to bolster his argument— 
anything to escape a humiliating sense of sin. 
Only the Holy Spirit can crack such folly as 
that. You cannot do it; but you can pray. 


It may not be wise to tell the high school 
teacher all of this; it might drive him further 
away, but it is well for you to keep it in mind 
—and pray. It is significant that he has said 
he wishes he could believe. If he really wants 
to know, he will eventually. And “if any man 
willeth to do His will, he shall know of the 
doctrine.” (John 7:17). So just keep on pray- 
ing for your prospect. God has brought to 
the cross harder cases than this; think of Saul 
of ‘Tarsus on the Syrian plain before the gates 
of Damascus. 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
Day by Day 
By Clinton C. Baker 


Luke 1:30-33. 


Gabriel's announcement to Mary of the birth 
of Jesus was the fulfillment of God’s promise 
to David a thousand years before (Psalm 
89:3-4,27-29,34-37). What predictions are made 
as to Jesus’ person and work (Luke 1:32-35) ? 
Compare the content of this announcement 
with that given to Joseph in Matthew 1:20 and 
to the shepherds in Luke 2:10. What explana- 
tion is given for His birth? What is said con- 
cerning the purpose of His coming? What evi- 
dences do you find of His deity? What is said 
of the duration of His Kingdom? Could you 
present the plan of the Gospel from the informa- 
tion received at the announcement of the birth 
of Christ? Can you explain the plan of salvation 
simply, in a few words, to another person? 


Sunday, July 31, 


Luke 2:39-52. 
Verses 40 and 52 hold the key thought. Read 
through the incident of vv.41-54. How does 


Monday, August 1, 
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it illustrate the maturity of Jesus at this age? 
How does it illustrate the fact of God’s favor 
upon Him? What does the fact that the parents 
hunted for three days before looking in the 
temple indicate of their understanding of the 
boy (v.46)? Does their reaction of v.48 further 
bear this out? What do you think Mary’s atti- 
tude toward her son was (50-51)? What would 
you have thought if He were your son? Are 
you a stepping stone or a stumbling block in 
the spiritual development of your child? Do you 
try to understand his spiritual problems? 


Tuesday, August 2, Luke 2:52 

Read verses 40,46-47,51-52 for the type of boy 
Jesus must have been at this age. What does 
v.40 tell of his physique? Did he seem to get 
along well with people (vv.44,46,52) ? What is 
implied of His intellectual keenness (vv.40, 
17,52)? His spiritual sensitivity (vv.47,49) ? 
What do you see of respect for His elders (v.46) 
and parents (v.51)? To what degree do you 
think Jesus was aware of his mission at this 
age? Could the life of Jesus at this age be an 
example for a modern twelve year old? What do 
vou find of help to your own life? 


Luke 3:15-22. 

Glance through vv.7-15, noticing the boldness 
of John the Baptist’s preaching and the recep- 
tion he received. Was his reception all favorable 
(vv.19-20)? Am I afraid to speak out boldly 
on moral issues lest I offend someone or lose 
my popularity? Who did the people suspect 
he might be (v.15)? What do you see of the 
humility of John in v.16? From the study thus 
far, what light does John’s life throw on the 
concept that a humble man is a weakling and 
a coward? Notice that the Holy Spirit descended 
upon Christ in the form of a dove, a gentle, 
peaceable creature (v.22). Yet how does John 
describe the ministry of Christ (vv.16-17)? Is 
my Christian life characterized by a gentle, hum- 
ble spirit before God, and a boldness and tear- 
lessness before the world? 

Luke 5:16; 6:12. 

The secret to Jesus’ life is revealed in occa- 
sional references to His prayer life. What cir- 
cumstances moved Jesus to withdraw to pray in 
5:16 (vv.12-16) ? If Jesus had felt he didn’t have 
time for prayer, could he have done the things 
He did? Did Jesus pray just when He had spare 
time, or did He make time to pray (vv.12-16) ? 
Do I put pressing matters aside in order to 
make time to spend with God? In contrast to 
5:12-16, notice how circumstances seemed to 
drive Christ to prayer in 6:12. Opposition was 
rising (6:1-2,7,11)). What was Jesus’ counter- 
move (6:13-16) ? What place did the twelve have 
in the early expansion of the Church (Acts 
1:8)? What caused Jesus to pray all night 
(v.12)? Have you ever spent long periods of 
when facing a crisis in your life 


Wednesday, August 3, 


Thursday, August 4, 


time in pray er 
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or when an important decision had to be made? 
What part does prayer play in the conducting 
of vour lite? 


Friday, August 5, Luke 4:1-14. 

\s you read through these verses, 
evidence that there was a very real struggle 
involved in Jesus’ encounter with Satan. What 
would have been wrong in Jesus turning stones 
into bread (v.3)? Did He ever use His divine 
power to make easier the human life He had 
chosen to live? How must the temptation of 
vv.5-7 been uniquely trying for Jesus? How 
is the temptation of vv.9-I11 in accord with the 
way the world accomplishes its ends? How is 
the spirit of this temptation in contrast to the 
spirit of the cross? Observe that Jesus answers 
each temptation with a Scripture quotation 
(vv.4,8,12). What light does this throw on the 
value of my meditating on passages of Scrip- 
ture when | am tempted? Notice that it was 
the Holy Spirit (vv.1-2) who allowed Jesus to 
be tempted before He was greatly used by God 
(v.14). Am I motivated to resist temptation 
so that I can be of real use to my Lord? 


look for 


Saturday, August 6, John 15:7-16. 

Look for the ways in which Christ serves 
as the connecting link between God the Father 
and the disciples. Through what channel can 
the disciples approach the Father in prayer 
(v.16b) 2? What prerequisite is necessary before 
answer to prayer can be assured (v.7) ? Through 
what channel have they come to know what is 
on the Father's heart (v.15b)? What example 
do they have for keeping the Father’s com- 
mandments (v.10,13)? What is the channel 
through which they experience the Father’s 
love (v.9)? What is the source of their joy 
(v.11)? Do you realize how dependent you are 
on Christ for all that you have in religious faith? 
How deep is your devotion to Him? 





The Voice Through The Centuries 


By Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. 


Hebrews I1:4 


“By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain by which 


he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet 


speaketh.” 


The Bible like our country is one out of 
many. The principles of the Old Testament 
are the principles of the New. Our text on 
this occasion is a remarkable illustration of this 
fact. The words refer to a man of the first 
century of human life upon earth: they were 
written of him, by a man in the first century 
of the Christian Era. And it is doing no violence 
to the thought, to remark that the speaking is 
as evident now as in the day when the text was 
written, and as in the period when the recorded 
incidents occurred. We face then the rather 
amazing fact that at least forty centuries inter- 
vene between the deeds of Abel and the refer- 
ence made to them; and if we add the time 
between the writing of the text and our present 
day, the stretch will be seen to be well-nigh 
six thousand years! This is like the shot heard 
‘round the world. And inasmuch as the voice 
still speaks, we may call this “The voice Through 
the Centuries.” 


Now in the light of all this, we gather that 
something very important is involved here. It 
is something which touches the fundamentals. 
It is that which is of eternal significance. It 
is characteristic of the whole Bible. Abel, speak- 
ing through the ages, and still speaking, draws 
our interest upon something which has never 
been denied, and which has never been retracted. 
It holds good today, and it shall hold good 
eternally, as indestructible truth. 


Two headings stand out: The Speaker, and 
The Speech. These constitute our divisions. 
First then, The Speaker. One should turn to 
Genesis, chapter four, to get the setting and 
to understand what is behind the words of 
the text. There we read, in short, that two 
men offered of their possessions to the Lord, 
Cain, of the fruit of the ground, and Abel, 
of the very best of his flocks. We note then 
what appears to have been a bloodless gift, and 
also a blood sacrifice. And the sense seems 
plainly to be that Abel’s act was definitely 
more pleasing to God than was Cain’s. And 
by such act Abel spoke, still speaks. Of course, 
it was Abel’s faith that spoke; but more exactly, 
faith spoke in the act of sacrifice; for, no sacri- 
fice, no speech. The speaker was therefore not 
a person but a deed. And the deed which spoke, 
was a deed done in faith and by reason of faith. 
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Greater interest lies in what the sacrifice said: 
we turn then to The Speech. Here a double 
question arises: Why should Abel offer a blood- 
sacrifice? and why should a blood-sacrifice be 
of more value in the sight of God than lovely 
fruit of the ground which God Himself had 
divinely given? Out of the great basal factors 
of revealed religion, all of which are found 
explicit or implicit here, we lift for considera- 
tion only two. And the first of these is Sin. As 
but for the sacrifice there would have been 
no speech; so but for sin there would have been 
no sacrifice. There was no sacrifice commanded 
of God or offered of man before sin came into 
human life. Blood-sacrifice speaks then of sin. 
We look upon sin as “any want of conformity 
unto, or transgression of, the law of God.” And 
since according to the record, man ate no animal 
food until after the flood, we may safely pre- 
sume that the lamb here offered by Abel was 
consumed upon an altar, the act involving not 
only, by anticipation, the burnt offering of 
Mosaic days, but including within itself all the 
principles enshrined in the general sacrifices as 
detailed through the great Lawgiver, all of 
which had to do with sin. 


Now sin is not only a universal human fact,— 
“all have sinned but sin also is the 
world’s greatest problem. For such reason, the 
Voice Through the Centuries still speaks. Sin 
is not failure to grow, nor a “slip-up”, nor de- 
ficiency of endocrine glandular secretion, nor 
merely error; it is rebellion against God through 
self-will. And this fateful fact, all the Bible 
stresses, beginning with the sacrifice of Abel. 
For this, the Scripture insists that “without 
the shedding of blood, there is no remission 
of sin.” And with reference to this great prob- 
lem, our Lord spoke, when as in contrast to 
the inefficacy of the blood of bulls and goats 
to take away actual sin, (Heb. 10:4) He said, at 
the institution of the “Supper”, “This cup 
is the new covenant in MY blood, which is shed 
for many for the remission of sins”. This brings 
us to the second of these two fundamentals of 
revealed religion of which Abel’s sacrifice spoke, 
and speaks, to this day. 


This second fact is Salvation. There is the 
closest connection with the first fact. Again, as 
without the sacrifice, no speech, and as without 
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sin, no sacrifice, so without salvation, no sin! 





That is, the only reason for salvation is the 
fact of sin. A revelation from God is the sole 
justification of the sacrifice offered by Abel. 
For it was against environment, against exam- 
ple, against human judgment. Here is the great 
divide between men in the matter of religion. 
Humanism in all its phases and degrees orig- 
inated at this point in human history. Cain 
is humanism: Abel is theism, revelation. Cain 
said, in effect, and despite God’s disclosure 
of His plan for dealing with sin by substitu- 
tionary atonement, which is the central principle 
of the blood-sacrifice: “I feel that the fruit 
of the ground is much more appropriate and 
aesthetic. I fully understand the fact that God 
has indicated His only way; but I shall do 
what I think is the best, that which is right 
and good in my eyes. And if I am honest, God 
will accept what I bring.” On the other hand, 
Abel, at utter opposite, said “I will do what 
God has revealed as His will in this matter: ] 
will offer the animal, shedding the blood, trust- 
ing by faith that God will make all things right.” 
Here is the diverging of the ways. And history 
thereafter is the record of human reaction to 
God’s revelation as regards man’s deepest di- 
lemma: sin. 

There was a difference in the men. It is true 
that “Cain was of that wicked one. . . his own 
works were evil and his brother’s righteous.” 
But the works of neither, meant salvation. Nor 
is there intrinsic merit in sheep as over against 
fruit. It was not a question of character nor 
of good deeds: the question of all importance 
was that of attitude, of faith and of obedience 
to God’s revelation. Rightly does an old Jewish 
Targum hold that here are two types: belief 
and unbelief. For blood-sacrifice at that junc- 
ture was by God's specific appointment, or 
else (in the light of Gen. 9) utter presumption! 
We do well to keep in mind that it is not edu- 
cation, and not ancestry, and not culture, nor 
privilege, nor money, nor veneer,—nothing, ab- 
solutely nothing, that man can do to be rid 
of sin and of its fatal consequences. Then, as 
now, “without faith, it is impossible . . . "In 
Abel’s day, in our day, “by grace are ye saved 
through faith, and that (the faith) not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God.” Here we are 
on Gospel ground. This thing runs throughout 
the whole Bible. 


Let us be reminded that Abel’s speaking deed, 
as according to the text, gave witness that he 
was righteous, and not on account of what he 
did, but because of what God did! What was 
true of Abel was true also of Abraham, and is 
true of every other to whom righteousness is 
imputed, by faith. For the line is direct and 
unobstructed, reaching from Abel’s sacrifice 
to the One sacrifice for sins forever, offered on 
the Cross, the Altar of the world! Therefore 
with understanding do we read, later in the 
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Book of Hebrews: “Ye are come unto . 
Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and 
to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better 
things than that of Abel.” For Abel’s blood- 
sacrifice spoke in principle of the vicarious 
atonement, substitutionary salvation, represent- 
ing in that principle the heart of God’s plan, 
while the sprinkled blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, speaks not only in principle but in very 
reality of the so great salvation that guarantees 
efficacious grace to the uttermost for all who 
come unto God through Him. 

In the light of these things, it seems that as 
by some heavenly public address system, the 
Voice Through the Centuries is still speaking, 
speaking of God and of Man and of Sin and 
of Salvation. For this, John the Baptizer could 
cry, pointing to the Messiah: “Behold the Lamb 
of God which taketh away the sin of the world.” 
And for this, we, with urgent invitation, can 
plead: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved.” 








SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR AUGUST 7 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Exiles In Babylon 


Background Scripture: Psalm 137:1-6; Jeremiah 29:1-14; Daniel 3 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 40:1-8 


Who would have dreamed fifty years ago that this world of ours, in this enlightened age, would 
be filled with exiles? We thought proudly and vainly that slavery was a thing of the past, and that 


we were too cultured and civilized to kill and destroy. 


Men like William Jennings Bryan were 


busy with their plans for world peace, and a scheme whereby the possibility of war would be 
eliminated. The time had come, they thought, for men to dwell together as brothers. These dreams 


and plans have been shattered into fragments, 
and after two World Wars we live in an armed 
camp with fear on every side. Whole com- 
munities have been removed from their homes 
and have become one of the grave problems ol 
our time. What can be done with these “Exiles,” 
these “Displaced Persons’? millions of whom 
are roaming around, or seeking refuge in some 
other land. Homes are broken to pieces, and 
families scattered. Uncounted thousands are 
held in slavery, or in prison camps. 

Surely we can understand our lesson today 
and sympathize with these Exiles in Babylon. 
Taken from their beloved country, their sacred 
city, and their homes, they sit weeping as they 
remember Zion: “We hanged our harps upon 
the willows in the mids: thereof.” Their captors 
required of them a song, saying, Sing us one 
of the songs of Zion. How shall we sing the 
Lord’s song in a strange land? They look back, 
and bitterness and hatred are mixed with their 
tears. (See Psalm 137:1-6, Devotional Reading) 

There is not much singing in our day fon 
multitudes of captives and exiles. We shudder 
at the brutalities of men, like Nebuchadnezzar 
and other heathen world-conquerors, but are 
our “aggressors” any more civilized than these? 
May the God of infinite compassion have mercy 
upon our world. This pathetic Psalm might 
well express the feelings of thousands today. 

Then, what about the captives of sin and 
Satan? jesus said that he that commits sin is 
a slave of sin. They are the saddest of all 
exiles, for they are indeed living in a “strange 
land,” and in the “Far country,” aliens and 
strangers, without God and without hope. Oh 
that these “exiles” would come to themselves 
and return to their Heavenly Father! 

Our lesson divides itself into, (1) 


and (2) An Experience. 


A Letter, 


I. The Letter Written by Jeremiah: 
Jeremiah 29:1-14. 

\s we saw in our last lesson, Jeremiah was 
quickly released by his captors and given per- 
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mission to remain in the land, or go to Babylon. 
He chose to remain, and we saw what happened 
to him. 


He did not torget his fellow-citizens in their 
captivity, and writes them this letter. It seems 
that even in the land of captivity there were 
some false prophets who were dreaming idle 
dreams and misleading, the exiles with the base- 
less hope of a speedy return to their native 
land. Jeremiah writes this letter to correct this 
impression, and also give them some good advice. 
His letter is an inspired “Word of the Lord” 
to these exiles. 


He states the hard, cold tact that their cap- 
tivity is to last seventy years. He tells them that 
alter this period—not before—the Lord will 
cause them to return. He urges them to seek 
the Lord; to seek Him with all their heart, and 
then they would find Him. There was to be 
no speedy return; their chastisement would 
continue for a whole generation, and more. 
They were to be softened, not hardened, by 
their sorrowful experience. The purpose of 
God's dealing with them was to cure them of 
idolatry and make them return to Jehovah. The 
Lord had tried warning and entreaty; now they 
were being punished. He would have them 
“take their medicine” and “kiss the hand that 
had to be stretched out in judgment.” 


1 feel that it would be good for us to stop 
a minute and ask ourselves, How do we bear 
our chastisements? Whom the Lord Loveth, 
He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom 
he receiveth. Let us not grow weary, or become 
stubborn, but receive with meekness His cor- 
rection. There is a big difference in the way 
children act when they are punished. Let us 
act as becomes the children of God. 


Jeremiah proceeds to give them some good 
sound advice as to their conduct in the land 
of captivity. First, he tells them to settle down 
and “make themselves at home.” They are to 
build houses and plant gardens, marry and have 
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children, in order that they may not be dimin- 
ished. They are to live “segregated lives” to 
keep the race pure. God had given them strict 
laws in regard to their inter-marrying with 
heathen. They are to seek the peace of the city 
where they dwell. This was to be their tem- 
porary home, and they are to live as a “min- 
ority group,” but never to stir up trouble. They 
were to pray for the peace of the country in 
which they live for a time. 

I suppose that most of the “Displaced Per- 
sons” who have found an asylum in America 
never expect to go back to thejr native land. 
(America is not a land of captivity, but a new 
home, a permanent home, in all probability. 
They look forward to becoming American citi- 
zens. Jeremiah’s advice is even more applicable 
to them. Let them seek the peace of America, 
not try to overthrow, or radically change, ow 
government. Most of these people will no doubt 
profit by their experiences in countries ruled 
by dictators, and will make good loyal citizens. 
Of course, we should be discreet in seeing to 
it that we do not admit those who will be 
“trouble-makers,” seeking to destroy our tree- 
dom. 


I do not know—and I suppose nobody knows 

how many thousand, yea, millions of unfor- 
tunate captives there are in Russia, Siberia, 
Red China, and other countries. Some of these, 
like our men in China, hope to be released, 
and return home; some are trying desperately 
to escape; some are making the best of it where 
they are. There is a touching story—a_ well- 
known story—ol one of these captives in Siberia 
who became a blessing to his fellow-prisoners, 
leading many of them to Christ. Some of the 
Hebrews in the land of Babylon became a bless- 
ing to the whole country. We turn now to a 
fine illustration of this in one of the greatest 
tests that ever came to three of these men. 


Il. The Experience of the Three Hebrews: 
Daniel 3. 


The natural question which comes to us as 
we read this stirring story is, Where was Daniel 
at this time? The best answer is that he was 
away on some important mission. He most 
certainly was not present, or there would have 
been four, instead of three, heroes in this story. 

We get a good snapshot of the proud and 
fiery Nebuchadnezzar in this incident, and also 
the tremendous effect of the miracle upon that 
monarch. With all his faults, he was ready to 
acknowledge the power and authority of the 
God of heaven and submit to Him, although 
he never seems to have been a truly converted 
man. 


|. The Image of Gold. This was a huge 
representation of the king, sixty cubits, about 
ninety feet, high. Many of these world-con- 
querors, like Hitler, considered themselves to 
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be “super-men” in more ways than one. In 
later years the Roman Emperors were made into 
gods and their worship was imperative. The 
princes and governors, etc., of all the provinces 
were called in for the dedication ceremony. The 
herald proclaimed that when the music sounded 
all were to fall down and worship the image. 
If anyone refused, he was to be cast into the 
furnace of fire. The music sounded and all 
the concourse fell on their faces with the excep- 
tion of the three companions of Daniel. Their 
enemies were ready, as usual, to inform the 
king, no doubt glad of the chance. (We see 
this plainly later on in the case of Daniel, when 
he was thrown into the lion’s den) 

2. The Three saved from the Fiery Furnace. 

Then the king, “in a rage,” commanded that 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, be brought 
belore him. He gave them another chance, but 
warned them of the dire consequences of disobe- 
dience. The noble reply of the three is a classic, 
like the reply of Peter and John in Acts: “If 
it be so, our God whom we serve is able to 
deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and 
he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 
But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, 
that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship 
the golden image which thou hast set up.” 


Then the king, “full of fury,” his countenance 
changed against the three, commands that the 
furnace be heated seven times more, has his 
mighty men cast the three, bound in their 
clothes, into the furnace. So great was the heat 
that those who threw them in were slain. The 
three Hebrew children fell down bound. Then 
the king, looking in, saw a strange sight. There 
were four men in the furnace, and the fourth 
was like the Son of God. He calls them forth, 
and there was not a hair singed, or the smell 
of fire upon them. 


So great was the effect of this mighty miracle 
that the king made a proclamation, or decree, 
that no one should speak amiss concerning the 
God of these men, “because there is no other 
God that can deliver after this sort.” He also 


promoted these three men in the province of 
Babylon. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 7 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





Alternative To War 


Hymn: “Come, Thou Almighty King” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Philippians 2:1-1] 

Hymn: “My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less” 


Offering 
Hymn: “O Zion, Haste, Thy Mission High 
Fulfilling”’ 
PROGRAM LEADER: 
We cannot see how anyone other than a 


maniac could actually relish war. The material 
cost of prosecuting a major war is terrific. It 
is difficult for us to imagine the tremendous 
outlay of time, labor, money, and material re- 
sources which is required to equip our armed 
forces to engage in a war. But this price is 
relatively small when we think of the destruc- 
tion, the poverty, the mental and plhiysical suf- 
fering, the maiming of bodies, the confusion of 
minds, and the awful toll of death which wa 
exacts. 


Even though God-fearing people look with 
horror on war, they find themselves time and 
again drawn into conflicts, and each new war 
seems to be more terrible and more destructive 
than the last. It is only natural that peace- 
loving men should be asking if there is not 
some alternative to war. Is there not some 
satisfactory way of escaping this inhumanity 
and bloodshed? There are several ideas which 
are being advanced as alternatives to war. Our 
speakers will discuss them, and we shall see 
what possibilities they have. 


First SPEAKER: 


There are those who insist that a peace-loving 
nation, such as ours, should keep itself aloof 
from the other nations of the world with their 
problems and turmoils. It is said that they 
can go to war if they want to, but let them leave 
us alone. It readily appears that there is some- 
thing very selfish about this idea, and even if 
we are willing to think only of our own peace 
and safety, the age has already passed when we 
can keep to ourselves. There was a time when 
our great oceans afforded us protection, but 
oceans are not so important anymore. If we 
refuse to go to war, the war can very easily be 
brought to us. The only nation which can 
safely practice isolation is one which is unim- 
portant to the rest of the world, and surely that 
cannot be said of us. Whenever there is a major 
struggle between right and wrong, the whole 
world is involved in it. Isolation is no real 
alternative to war. 
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SECOND SPEAKER: 

Another idea which is proposed as an alterna- 
tive to war is non-resistance. It is certain that 
people who want peace are not going to start 
an aggressive war, and if some other greedy 
nation attacks*them, it is thought that they 
can avoid the horrors of war by refusing to 
offer any resistance. In recent years there have 
been nations who failed to defend themselves 
against an aggressor, not because they were un- 
willing to fight, but because they were unable. 
History has proved that even though they did 
not fight, they escaped none of the horrors which 
ordinarily accompany war. They have suffered 
poverty, slavery, and mental and physical tor- 
ture. After all, war is not basically a conflict 
between armed men, it is a conflict of ideas. 
The problem of war is not solved as long as 
the basic conflict of ideas exists. The only true 
way of practicing non-resistance is to admit that 
wrong is right, and that is a price which is too 
great to pay. 


[HIRD SPEAKER: 

Still another way of settling international dis- 
putes short of war is through reaching agree- 
ments around the conference table. It is hard 
to realize how difficult this is until we remem- 
ber that many of the problems which are being 
dealt with have been building up for centuries. 
We are glad whenever armed conflict is averted 
by some such settlement, but we often have 
the uneasy feeling that the way of expediency 
was followed rather than the way of justice. 
So many nations claim so many rights that 
it is wholly impossible to satisfy all of them. 
Every diplomatic settlement is a matter of com- 
promise, and compromises are usually of a very 
temporary nature. This method of avoiding 
war is made even more uncertain when we re- 
member that there have been in recent years 
so many nations who repudiated their solemn 
promises and agreements whenever they found 
it more convenient to do so. As long as men 
are greedy and dishonest, diplomacy will not 
be a trustworthy alternative to war. 


FOURTH SPEAKER: 

Yet another suggested alternative to war is 
the way of hard reality. It is agreed that we 
do not want to start a war, and it is hoped 
that by maintaining a strong military defense 
we can make a potential enemy afraid to attack 
us. It is expected that this policy will result 
in an armaments race, and it has. There are 
two great difficulties with this policy. One 
is the tremendous cost. Ships, planes, tanks, and 
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guns are not cheap, and they must be kept up to 
date. In this age of rapid scientific and me- 
chanical advance our weapons of war become 
obsolete before they can be produced in any 
great number. This makes for an almost un- 
believable and unending drain on the resources 
of a nation. The other difficulty is that we have 
no guarantee that we can forever stay ahead in 
the defense race or that a potential enemy will 
respect our defense strength. At best it must 
be said that a strong defense is the lesser of 
two evils as an alternative to war. 


FIFTH SPEAKER: 

We have spoken of selfishness and greed and 
alluded to cruelty, but we have not yet said 
specifically what is the basic cause of war. It 
is the sinfulness of human nature and the 
human heart. We are sure that if each esteemed 
the other better than himself and if each man 
loved his brother as himself, there would be 
no wars. This is admittedly not the way of 
human nature. The real alternative to war is 
to change human nature. Practical people will 
say that such a goal is far too idealistic, but 
it is the only way, and it is not impossible. 
Chere is no mass method for changing the sin- 
fulness of the human heart. There is only the 
one true and tried way which God has made 
known to us. Because we could not atone fot 
our own sin, the Son of God came into the 
world as our representative and paid the price 
for our sin with His own blood. He rose from 
the dead and offers His life to us. He died 
for our sin, and when we accept Him by faith, 
He gives us His righteousness in place of our 
sinfulness. II Cor. 5:21. When we yield our 
lives to Christ, it is no longer we who live, but 
He lives in us. That is the way sinful human 
nature can be changed to the nature of Christ. 
We have been commissioned to tell this good 
news to the world, but evidently we have not 
believed in it very strongly because we have 
not proclaimed the message very zealously. 
Wherever men hear and receive the Gospel, 
their sinful hearts are exchanged for hearts of 
righteousness, and wherever sin is defeated the 
cause of war is destroyed. This is the true 
alternative. 
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Women’s Work 


Why I Go to Sunday School 








| go to Sunday school because it gives me an 
opportunity to learn and to teach God’s Word, 
to apply the truth of its message to my own 
life, and to lead the Senior young people in 
my class to apply this truth to their lives. 


Through worship, study, discussion, and as- 
sociation with each other we are made more 
conscious of God’s presence among us, of God’s 
will for us, and of God’s love for us and all 
mankind. Thus we come to know Him more 
intimately, to seek His will more regularly, and 
to express our love for Him more effectively 
in service to our Church and our community. 

(Mrs. S. R.) Frances Page Williamson 
Springhill, Louisiana 


WOMEN’S ADVISORY COUNCIL 


Montreat, N. C. — Mrs. J. A. Little of 
Wichita Falls, Texas, was named president of 
the Women’s Advisory Council of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., at the closing session of 
the Women’s Training School here tonight. 
Announcement of the new officers, both of the 
Council, and the Board of Women’s Work, was 
a part of the annual candle-light program. 





More than 1500 women took part in this 
year’s school, during which a record Birthday 
Offering of over $200,000 was presented by the 
Women of the Church for construction of the 
new Yodogawa Christian Hospital in Japan. 


Tuesday night’s program had as its principal 
speaker Dr. Ben Rose, pastor of First Presby- 
terian Church, Wilmington, N. C. He spoke on 
“The Love of God Which Constraineth Us,” 
following announcement of the new officers 
and of the 1956 Birthday Objective. 


Named to serve with Mrs. Little as leaders 
of the more than 300,000 Women of the Church 
in 17 states, were Mrs. R. A. Dobyns, Dublin, 
Va., new vice-president, and Mrs. R. A. Bolling, 
Cleveland, Miss., secretary. 


Re-elected chairman of the Board of Women’s 
Work is Miss Louise A. Davidson, Bethesda, 
Md. Mrs. Walter N. Trulock, Jr., of Pine 
Bluff, Ark., was named vice-chairman, and Mrs. 
Paul K. Buckles of Newport News, Va., was 
re-elected secretary of the Board. 


A two- fold objective for the 1956 Birthday 
Offering was announced. One phase will be 
aiding the Ybor City Presbyterian Mission, in 
a program of expansion of services to the Latin- 
American people of Tampa, Fla. The second 
objective is aiding the Area Laboratory Schools 
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for training teachers of children. This objective 
will be given half the Birthday Offering up to 
a maximum of $75,000, but if the gifts exceed 
$150,000 total, the Ybor City Mission will re- 
ceive all above the $75,000 ear-marked for the 
Laboratory Schools. 


In his sermon in the closing session of the 
tenth annual school, Dr. Rose stated: “God's 
love is absolutely unconditional and absolutely 
unchanging toward us. It is the knowledge ol 
this unchanging, unconditional love, that con- 
strains us to be what God wants us to be.” 


The earlier high-light of the presentation of 
the 1955 Birthday Otfering came Thursday 
night, June 30. At that time Miss Janie W. 
McGaughey, executive secretary of the Board 
of Women’s Work handed a check for $200,000 
to Dr. C. Darby Fulton, executive secretary ol 
the Board of World Missions. The check will 
pay for a major part of the construction of the 
new mission hospital at Yodogawa, Osaka, 
Japan. Additional contributions will push the 
total to well ov: the $200,000 figure, Dr. 
McGaughey stated. 


Women of the Synod of Texas led all others 
in total donations to the Birthday Offering, with 
$30,528, Miss Mary Quidor, Treasurer of the 
Board of Women’s Work, stated. Women ol 
the Synodical of Mississippi led, however, in 
per capita giving, with a record high of 76 
cents per member. Louisiana Synodical gave 
75 cents per capita, and in third place was 
Texas Synodical, with 74 cents per capita. 
Second place in total donations went to North 
Carolina, with $26,185, Miss Quidor reported. 


Mrs. James D. Wyker, president of General 
Development, United Church Women, was the 
featured speaker for the opening session ol 
the school, June 29. She reported on a tow 
of twelve countries, which she, as chairman ol 
an inter-racial, inter-denominational, and inter- 
national committee of the United Church 
Women had made recently. She particularly 
praised the Presbyterian Churches of America 
for the “wonderful job they are doing to span 
racial and denominational lines.” 


Speaker for the Bible Hour throughout the 
school was Dr. Julian P. Love of Louisville Pres- 
byterian Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 
In his series, which he called “The Kingdom 
Way of Living,” he drew on Jesus’ parables 
and teachings in Matthew. 


WHY I GO TO SUNDAY SCHOOL 


In our house we don’t go to Sunday school 
merely out of habit, although it is a good habit 
and one that is well established in our family. 
But we have reasons for getting up early on 
the one morning we could sleep, and rushing 
around to get breakfast ready, dinner started, 
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and everyone dressed in time for Sunday school. 
In the first place, many years ago when the 
children were small we knew it was important 
to go with them rather than send them to 
church alone while we rested. So Sundays 
started out as a family day and remained a 
family day, making it different from all the 
rest and more special, as the Sabbath should be. 


Fellowship is one of the most vital and re- 
warding features of the Christian faith. We all 
need the companionship of others who are like 
us. In my Sunday school class I have found 
friends who think and live like 1 do. Many of 
them have been an inspiration to me. Some of 
them have been my closest friends, and if it 
hadn't been for the close contact and friendli- 
ness of our Sunday school class | probably would 
not have come to know them so intimately 
in our large church. 


We never grow too old to learn! I feel I have 
prolited from the Sunday school lessons in manv 
ways. | have learned more about the Bible and 
how to live as a Christian each day. Problems 
in the home, church, community, nation, and 
world have been brought before our group 
and discussed among us, and our faith has been 
strengthened because of this. We have had a 
chance to say what we think and feel without 
being afraid of someone misunderstanding for 
we were among Christian friends. Sunday school 
is a wonderful place to ask questions and gain 
knowledge, and we have worshipped there, and 
felt the presence of God. 


[here are even bigger reasons than these 
individual ones for going to Sunday school. 
Nothing helps the growth and work of a church 
as much as an active Sunday school. And the 
work of the church as a whole has a far-reaching 
influence in our world. 


When a mother attends Sunday school, that 
usually means that at least other people are 
there because of her. I am thankful for the 
influence of the church in the lives of my family. 


We don’t go to Sunday school merely out 


ol habit—we have some cood reasons tor going. 


(Mrs. A. L.) Maurine Bowers 
\tlanta, Georgia 


\leohol, an Accomplice in Crime 


Nearly sixty per cent of the arrests reported 
to the F.B.1. in 1954 were associated with drink- 
ing, according to the latest Uniform Crime Re- 
port. A total of 1,389 cities reported a total 
of 1,688,555 arrests and 59.2°. of these were for 
drunkenness, disorderly conduct, driving while 
intoxicated, and liquor law violations. Not in- 
cluded in this percentage are cases of assault, 
rape, and offenses against families and children 
in which alcohol had a part.—Evangel. 
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Church News 


BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
MEETS AT MONTREAT 


Montreat, N. C. — The Board of World Mis- 
sions of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., today 
concluded its mid-summer meeting here, after 
voting approval of initial steps toward taking 
part in two important ecumenical efforts. 





Both efforts concern the African missions ol 
the Church. One step was the approval by the 
Board of a token contribution of $500 toward 
a major study of ministerial training in Africa. 
The study, being proposed by the Africa Com- 
mittee of the Division of Foreign Missions, Na- 
tional Council of Churches, would inaugurate 
a series of regional consultations in Africa to 
examine the task of ministerial training, and 
to plan specifically the steps which should be 
taken to surmount what has been one olf the 
great difficulties in establishing indigenous 
Christian churches. 


The total survey cost is expected to be more 
than $50,000, but the Division of World Mis- 
sions of the Methodist Church has offered that 
amount to initiate the study, designed to help 
all of the 30 or more denominations at work 
in the Africa mission fields. Other denomina- 
tions were asked, by the Africa Committee, only 
ior token contributions to evidence their inter- 
est in the project, and this action was taken by 
the Presbyterian, U.S., Board. 


The Fields Committee of the Board, in mak- 
ing recommendation that this step be taken, 
stated that taking part in the study does not 
bind any mission group to the program which 
might be proposed as the result of the study. 
The regional study in which the Presbyterian, 
U.S., missions would be involved is that of the 
Central Africa, including the Belgian Congo, 
Angola, Equatorial Africa, and the Cameroun. 


The second vote taken by the Board was the 
approval in principle of participation in an 
international exhibition to be held in Brussels, 
Belgium, in 1958. The action, taken on the 
recommendation of the Rev. Wakelin Coxhill 
of the Brussels Bureau, would authorize the 
expenditure of the Board’s “fair pro rata part 
of the estimated cost of $14,000” to prepare 
a creditable exhibit of Protestant missions in 
the Congo. Other North American boards of 
missions, and the British Protestant mission 
boards which work in the Congo will also take 
part. 


A third ecumenical effort proposal, also com- 
ing from the Africa Committee of the National 
Council of Churches, was tentatively turned 
down. A request tor 51,000 contribution toward 
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a study on Christian Education in Africa was 


considered too high by the Board, when an 
estimate of the total cost for conferences and 
study in four areas in Africa was but $10,000. 
Since the Presbyterian Church, U.S., mission 
is located in only one of these four areas, and 
in only one of the four countries making up 
that area, the suggested assessment for this 
Church was considered too high. The Board 
was, however, in agreement with the purposes 
of the study, which would deal primarily with 
curriculum development and leadship training. 


In another action, the Board voted to docket 
for discussion at its September meeting the poli- 
cies concerning its Formosan mission. At an 
earlier meeting the Board heard reports of re- 
quests from the Taiwanese Presbyterian Church 
General Assembly for new relationships with 
boards of missions working in its area. As a 
result of the Taiwan proposals, discussions have 
been held between representatives of the 
Canadian Presbyterian, and English Presby- 
terian missions, and that of the Presbyterian, 
U. S., and Dr. C. Darby Fulton, executive sec- 
retary, and Dr. Hugh Bradley, field secretary, 
are scheduled to go to Formosa for consultation 
in late September. Board discussion of policy 
would give the secretaries guidance in discussion 
with mission and Taiwanese leaders. 


In implementation of the General Assembly 
action in June, asking for reappraisal of the 
“Church’s position with respect to the Japan 
International Christian University, in consulta- 
tion with the Japan Mission,” the Board voted 
to ask the Japan Mission to make a restudy 
of the JICU, and to give its recommendations 
to the Board. The Board voted specifically that 
should there be difference in opinion within 
the mission as to the proper policy, that full 
statements of the different opinions should be 
forwarded for study by the Board. A similar 
study will, in the meantime, be conducted by 
the Fields Committee of the Board. 


A vote of “heartfelt gratitude to the Women 
of the Church for this generous and sacrificial 
offering” was given when the report of the Birth- 
day Offering was made. This $200,000 gift 
to the Board, for construction of the Yodogawa 
Christian Hospital, Osaka, Japan, was presented 
to Dr. Fulton June 30 during the Women’s 
Training School. It represents the largest sin- 
gle Birthday Otfering in the Church’s history. 


In yet another action, the Board voted ap- 
proval of the Korean Mission’s request to be 
allowed to receive a $7,500 donation from 
Nations Korean Relief Agency, for the Graham 
Tuberculosis Sanatorium in Kwangju. 


Ihe Board noted with appreciation the Cer- 
tificate of Distinguished Service presented to 
John Henry Wheelock, missionary in Lavras, 
Wheelock, for 33 years, has been 
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a pioneer in agricultural missionary work in 
that country, and the Certificate was presented 
to him by Agricultural Missions, Inc. Dr. I. W. 
Moomaw, head of the incorporation, announced 
that Mr. Wheelock was one of only 25 to re- 
ceive this world-wide recognition. 


The Board also expressed appreciation for 
the services which have been rendered by D1 
and Mrs. Donald R. Dilworth, who have been 
serving in the United Andean Indian Mission, 
Ecuador. Dr. and Mrs. Dilworth have resigned 
aS missionaries, and their resignation was a 
cepted with regret. 


Also accepted with regret were the resigna- 
tions of the Rev. and Mrs. C. Rogers McLane, 
aS missionaries in Brazil, and the Board ex- 
pressed its great appreciation of the work 
which they had done. 





BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 
MEETS IN ATLANTA 


Atlanta, Ga. — Approximately $400,000 in 
payments toward the denominational Negro 
Work Campaign is still due from Presbyterians 
if a $100,000 anonymous grant can be collected, 
members of the Board of Church Extension were 
told today at their annual 2-day meeting at 
North Avenue Church here. 


The $100,000 gift is contingent upon Pres- 
byterians giving $400,000 more before the dead- 
line on January 16, 1956. Mr. Arch B. Taylor 
of Winston-Salem, N. C., chairman of the Di- 
vision of Negro Work Committee, presented the 
committee’s report and urged churches and mem- 
bers who have made pledges to the campaign 
to step up payments in order to meet the Jan- 
uary deadline and make the Church eligible 
to receive the grant. 

Fourteen new Negro Presbyterian churches 
have been established within the bounds of 
the Assembly since 1950. Six were organized 
in 1954, and so far this year, two more have 
been organized. Funds from the Negro Work 
Campaign are aiding the construction of these 
church buildings and assisting in the purchase 
of property for sites of the potential Negro 
churches. 


Dr. A. W. Dick, pastor of Second Church, 
Memphis, Tenn., and chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Division of Evangelism, reported 
that the Presbyterian Church, U.S., gained over 
20,000 members during the first four months 
of 1955—8,500 received on Profession of Faith 
and 11,500 on Reaffirmation and Transfer. Dr. 
Dick stated that attendance at the Pre-Assembly 
Evangelism Conference, held this year in Rich- 
mond one day before the General Assembly, 
exceeded that of the two other such conferences 
in prior years. 
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Reporting on the work of the Urban Church 
Department, Mr. Hal Hyde, Secretary of that 
department, told Board members that plans 
are in the making for six new surveys looking 
toward placement of urban Presbyterian 
churches. Mr. Hyde reported on results from 
visits to Virginia, Baltimore, Chattanooga, and 
Knoxville, and cited these areas as “ripe” for 
immediate urban church expansion. 


Sixty-six visits to local churches and many 
more to area conferences were made during the 
past five months by the Rev. O. V. Caudill, 
Secretary of the Department of Architecture, 
who presented the annual report for this de- 
partment. Mr. Caudill called attention to the 
vast number of church building programs now 
in progress, 60% of which are primarily for 
religious education activities. 


With a view toward adding a television wing 
to the Protestant Radio and Television Center 
in Atlanta sometime early next year, Dr. John 
Alexander, Secretary of the Board’s Radio and 
Television Division, reported on the progress 
of the Protestant Center of which Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., is a charter member. Dr. Alex- 
ander is the Center’s president. The total amount 
now raised toward the $250,000 goal for the 
television wing has passed $170,000, Dr. Alex 
ander reported, and present facilities of the 
Center are now around $400,000. The Center’s 
first building was constructed in 1952. 


Also included in the report of the Division 
of Radio and Television, presented to the 
Board by Dr. Arthur Van Gibson, chairman of 
the committee, was the following information 
concerning work of that division: (1) Dr. John 
A. Redhead, pastor of First Church, Greens- 
boro, N. C., is preparing a television series for 
the National Council of Churches. (2) A 
questionnaire inquiring about any radio and 
television material, which might meet needs on 
all mission fields is to be sent out. Already 
such materials have been used in Seoul, Korea, 
channeled to North Korea, and to mission sta- 
tions in Brazil. (3) Two hundred radio sta- 
tions—approximately double the number antici- 
pated—requested programs aimed at promoting 
evangelism within the Church. (4) Plans are 
in progress for possible production of programs 
in Spanish, for use in Mexican-speaking groups. 
(5) Six color-sound television films of devo- 
tional services by well-known Presbyterian lead- 
ers are now being produced for use this fall. 


Members of the Board also: (1) Heard Dr. 
Claude Pritchard, Secretary of the Division of 
Home Missions, reporting for the Department 
of Chaplains and Military Personnel, say that 
there are now 42 chaplains of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., serving at military bases or in 
veterans’ hospitals. (2) Approved a report from 
the Division of Home Missions which included 
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a grant of $1,000 to Union Parish in the Canal 
Zone. This is an inter-denominational church 
composed of all major Protestant groups in that 
area. Dr. George Mauze, pastor of First Church, 
San Antonio, Texas, presented this report in 
the absence of Dr. Warner Hall, Chairman of 
the Division of Home Missions. (3) Heard 
Mr. George H. Wright, attorney from Asheville, 
N. C., report on the revision of the Board of 
Church Extension’s Manual. 


Mr. Wright, chairman of the Division of 
Christian Relations and reporting for it, told 
Board members about the reactivation of The 
Bridge, an 8-page publication the division pre- 
pared for distribution every two months, and 
reported to the group that the Church Exten- 
sion Study Book for 1957 is to be prepared by 
this division. Dr. Malcolm Calhoun, Secretary 
of the Division, mentioned material now in 
process, which will be offered for the 1957 em- 
phasis on Christian Citizenship. 


Dr. Pritchard, presenting a sub-committee re- 
port on loans, announced that there have been 
18 loans, totaling $167,368 in ten Synods, author- 
ized by the Board so far this year. Dr. Pritchard 
stated that ten of these were for new church 
projects. 


Other actions at the Board meeting included 
appointment of the Rev. William Foster, pastor 
of Trinity Church, Arlington, Va., to represent 
the Board at the Church Extension Conference 
at Montreat, August 4-10. 


Mr. Ralph A. Huie, Vice-President of the 
First National Bank, Atlanta, and chairman of 
the Board’s Finance Committee, presented the 
financial report, which was adopted. The Board 
of Church Extension has already been allocated 
$1,400,000 by the General Assembly in the As- 
sembly’s 1956 budget, adopted earlier this year. 


J. McDowell Richards, chairman of the 
nce of Church Extension, presided over the 
meeting. 


Fifteen of the twenty-one members attended 


the Atlanta gathering. 





THE SYNOD OF MISSISSIPPI 


The Synod of Mississippi met for its 125th 
annual session at Belhaven College, Jackson, 
June 28-30. The opening sermon was preached 
by the Rev. W. F. Mansell, pastor First Pres- 
byterian Church, Vicksburg. The Rev. S. C. 
Patterson, President of French Camp School, 
was elected Moderator. The Synodical sermon 
was preached by the Rev. Chas. L. Power, pastor 
of the Church at Sardis. Memorials were read 
for the Rev. D. B. Gregory by Rev. Walter 
L. Bader, and for Rev. |. E. Wallace by Rev. 
J. Harrell Harper. The Synod was addressed by 
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Rev. J. McDowell Richards, Moderator of the 
General Assembly; Rev. S. Hugh Bradley, Field 
Secretary of the Board of World Missions; Mr. 
Charles J. Currie, Executive Secretary of the 
Board of Annuities and Relief, and Dr. Peyton 
S. Rhodes, President of Southwestern at Mem- 


phis. 

Mr. J. B. Lessly resigned as President of 
Chamberlain-Hunt Academy at Port Gibson, 
and Dr. David L. Gruchy was elected to suc- 


ceed him. Dr. G. T. Gillespie was elected as 
Synod’s representative on the Assembly’s Inter- 
church Relations Committee. 


Mr. Orrick Methcalf of Natchez was elected 
the representative of the Synod at the celebra- 
tion of the 250th anniversary of the organiza- 
tion of the First Presbytery which is to be held 
in Philadelphia, Pa. _M ay 1956. 


Belhaven College was authorized to launch 
a campaign for a million dollars for endowment 
and buildings. Columbia Theological Seminary 
was docketed for a campaign in 1959 for finan- 
cial assistance. 


\ committee was appointed to arrange for 
the preservation and restoration of the Rodney 
Presbyterian Church, which celebrated its one 
hundredth anniversary some years ago. It has 
made a large contribution to Presbyterianism 
in the Synod and elsewhere through the years. 


\ matter of special interest was the Ad 
Interim Committee’s report on Palmer Orphan- 
age, which has been the subject of study for 
a number of years. Following the recommenda- 
tion of the committee, Synod relinquished title 
to the original property of the Orphanage ac- 
quired prior to the formation of the partner- 
ship in 1905 between the First Presbyterian 
Church at Columbus and the Synod, and to all 
claim to funds given on condition that the in- 
stitution remain at Columbus. The change 
shall not become effective until proper pro- 
vision has been made to care for the children 
now in the home, but every effort is to be made 
to complete the transition no later than January 
1, 1957. The benevolent giving to the Palmer 
Orphanage will cease on January 1, 1956. 


In addition, the Synod appointed a Commit- 
tee consisting of Messrs. Frank Wood, Cleve- 
land; Jameson Jones, Corinth; W. V. Ludlam, 
Meridian; Robert S. Brown, Jackson, and Mike 
Carr, Brookhaven, to have sole responsibility 
for Child Care in the Synod, and all gifts for 
the care of orphans are to be sent to this Com- 
mittee when it is organized and a treasurer ap- 
pointed. 


The Synod will hold its next annual meeting 
at Belhaven College in June, 1956, the exact 
date to be determined by the Program Com- 
mittee. 
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PRESBYTERY OF DALLAS 


The Summer Meeting of the Presbytery of 
Dallas, held at the Casa Linda Church, Dallas, 
on June 28, was attended by 34 ministers and 
31 elders. 


Five new members added to the roll 


of Presbytery, viz.: 


were 


Paul D. Wright, from the Presbytery of El 
Paso, to be installed pastor at Clarendon, Sun- 
day, July 10, at 7:30 P. M. 


William Lowry Walker, from the Presbytery 
of Columbia (Tennessee), to be installed as 
pastor of the First Church, Iowa Park, Sunday, 
July 17, at 7:30 P. M. 


Robin Moffat, 1956 graduate of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, to be ordained July 10, at 
8:00 P. M. and inducted as assistant pastor at 
First Church, Irving. 


Joseph O. Rand, from the Presbytery ol 
Brazos to begin work August 1, developing the 
new work at the Carrolton-Farmers Branch area. 


Walter A. Bennett, from the Presbytery ol 
Mangum, to be installed as pastor of West- 
minster Church, Sunday, September I]. Mr. 
Bennett will begin his duties at Westminster 
on July 15. 


Presbyiery adjourned to meet at the call 
of the moderator during the meeting of the 
Synod of Texas at Waco, July 21, for the pur- 
pose of approving budget askings for 1956. 


The Fali Meeting was set for Friday, Septem- 
ber 30, at 9:00 A. M. at the First Church, 
Dallas. Beginning with the close of that session 
in midalternoon Friday, the third annual re- 
treat for ministers and laymen will be held. 
This retreat will continue through Saturday 
noon with outstanding speakers on Stewardship, 
Evangelism and Education. 


Dr. Egbert Lubbers, pastor of the First Church 
of Sherman, was named 
for the Fall Meeting. 


as moderator-nominee 


DESEGREGATION 
The Presbytery of Dallas took action, passing 
down to the local session the following recom- 
mendations adopted by the Synod of ‘Texas at 
its 1954 meeting: 

1. That the Presbytery of Dallas affirms that 
enforced segregation of the races is discrim- 
ination which is out of barmony with Chris- 
tian theology and ethics and that the Church, 
in its relationship to cultural patterns, 
should lead rather than follow. 

2. That we urge each local congregation to 
admit persons to membership and Christian 
fellowship in the local church on the scrip- 
tural basis of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
without reference to race. 
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That in time of crisis and concern we com- 
mend to the membership of Dallas Presby- 
tery, and especially to all leaders of our 
churches, the earnest cultivation and _prac- 
tice of the Christian fruits of forbearance, 
patience, humility and persistent good will 
toward all people. 





Additions to Missionary Families 


Nashville, Tenn. — The Board of World 
Missions has received announcements of the 
birth of three babies to missionary families, 


now serving in overseas work. 


The Rev. and Mrs. William S. Metzel, mis- 
sionaries to the Congo, announce the birth of 
a daughter, Sarah Beth, June 20, in Brussels, 
Belgium. Mr. Metzel is a member of Potomas 
Presbytery. 


Two tamilies who are serving the Brazil mis- 
sion field, announce the birth of new babies 
at Sao Paulo, Brazil. Mr. and Mrs. William 
L. Ellison announce the birth of a daughter, 
Mary Anne, on June 6. Mr. and Mrs. Everett 
Gourley became the parents of a son, Blanton 
Craig, on June 27, 


Shiloh Church Observes Anniversary 
Grover, N. C. — Shiloh Presbyterian Church 
here observed its 175th anniversary June 26 with 
special services and dinner for friends and mem- 
bers of the oldest church in Cleveland County, 
N. C., where the town and church are located. 


Traditional date of organization for the 
church was the fall of 1780, following the Bat- 
tle of Kings Mountain during the American 
Revolution. Earliest records of Shiloh Church 
were destroyed by fire, but the church definitely 
is mentioned in, 1785 as an established church, 
and this record is extant. 


The 175th anniversary program was high- 
lighted by an address by Dr. T. H. Spence, Jr., 
director of the Presbyterian Historical Founda- 
tion at Montreat, who spoke on “Our Presby- 
terian Heritage.” Also included in the special 
program was a message telling the history of 
the church, and an exhibit of items the church 
used a hundred or more years ago, which con- 
sisted of hymnals, a communion cloth, and 
records of the former Sessions. 


The Rev. Park Moore, pastor, read the his- 
tory. Mr. Moore also conducted the Sunday 
morning service on the celebration date, speak- 
ing on “God's people at Shiloh,” and admin- 
istered the Lord’s Supper at services that eve- 
ning. This was Mr. Moore’s last service at Shiloh 
Church, however, as he has moved to Gastonia, 
N. C., to become pastor of Armstrong Memorial 
Church there. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


| 















scaateniall” sig estima 


~ 














ol 





& 
4 
i 


eta 























Former pastors at Shiloh include the Rev. 
Henry L. Reaves of Florence, S. C., and Dr. 
|. T. Dendy, Rock Hill, S. C. Five former 
members are now in full-time Christian service. 
These include: the Rev. W. Grady Harry, Warm 
Springs, Ga.; the Rev. Henry L. Reaves, Jr., 
Sumter, S. C.; Chaplain James B. Reaves, Fort 
Bragg, N. C.; the Rev. Ernest L. Barber, Raleigh, 
N. C.; and Mrs. Mary Priester Dorsey, a mis- 
sionary to India under the Independent Board 
of Presbyterian Missions. 





Synod of Alabama Meets 


Montgomery, Ala. Some 200 elders and 
ministers at the annual meeting of the Synod 
of Alabama, today heard plans for a $400,000 
Christian Education Fund to be launched in 
\labama this September. The Rev. John 
Crowell, pastor of Central Church at Mobile, 
will head the campaign which is to benefit 
Louisville Theological Seminary in Louisville, 
Ky., and Southwestern College in Memphis, 
Tenn. 


Also at the Synod meeting, Dr. J. C. Frist, 
pastor of Government St. Church, Mobile, was 
elected Moderator-nominee. The Moderator of 
the Synod also serves as Chairman of the Pro- 
gram Committee. 


Dr. Roland Sims, pastor of First Church, An- 
niston, and retiring Moderator of Alabama 
Synod, was elected to represent Alabama on 
the Permanent Committee of the denomina- 
tion’s Interchurch Relations, and Dr. Archie C. 
Smith of the Office of the General Assembly, 
\tlanta, was elected to represent the Synod of 
Alabama at the celebration of the 250th anni- 
versary of the first presbytery in America. The 
anniversary will be observed sometime in May, 
1956, at Philadelphia, Penn. 


Included on the docket of the Alabama meet- 
ing was the retiring moderator’s sermon by 
Dr. Sims and an address by Dr. Daniel D. 
Rhodes, professor of Religious Education at 
Southwestrn. 


Dr. Smith presided over the three-day session. 


Southwest Georgia Presbytery 


Met in Americus on July 5th for its summe 
meeting. The meeting was taken up largely 
with routine matters. 


The Rev. T. B. McPheeters of Donalsonville 
was Moderator and the Rev. F. H. McElroy of 
Quitman was recording clerk. 


Candidate Robert G. Barron was received 
from Enoree Presbytery and preached the open- 
ing sermon. He was licensed to preach and a 
commission appointed to ordain and _ install 
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him as chapel pastor of the First Church of 
Albany. He will serve Rood Park Chapel. 


Two young men were received under care 
of the Presbytery as candidates for the ministry, 
Joe Rossman of the First Church, Albany, and 
Joe Holt of Sherwood Church, Columbus. 


Candidate |]. McNeill was dismissed to 


Florida Presby tery. 


The pastoral relations between the Rev. 
Charles Stowe and the Cordele Church were 
dissolved on account of the state of his health. 
The pastoral relations were dissolved between 
Holt Church and the Rev. John C. Neville, 
Jr., and Mr. Neville will take a vear of post 
graduate study. 


The ladies of the Americus Church served 
the noon meal to the members of the Presbytery. 


The next meeting will be held in the First 


Church, Valdosta, on October the 11th. Elder 
D. L. Wall of Cuthbert is the Moderator-in- 
nomination. 





KEY BISCAYNE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH ORGANIZED 


The Key Biscayne Presbyterian Church was 
organized on Sunday June 19th under the lead- 
ership of Rev. Daniel Iverson, organizer and for- 
mer pastor of Shenandoah Presbyterian Church. 
Key Biscayne is one of the new island develop- 
ments in the Greater Miami Area and is grow- 
ing rapidly as a finer residential community 
for business and professional men. 


The church was organized with fifty-five 
members and shows promise of being a strong 
church in the matter of a few years. 


This is the third church organized by the 
new Presbytery of the Everglades. The commis- 
sion was composed of the following ministers, 
]. Wayte Fulton, Chairman, John D. Hender- 
son, James D. Carter, James V. Johnson, D. 
Clyde Bartges; Elders Grady C. Harris, William 
B. Swain, L. E. Deets, and Oliver O’Bryan. 


This is the sixth church organized under the 
leadership of Mr. Iverson in the greater Miami 
Area. 





SPIRITUAL HoME TRAINING FOR THE CHILD. 
Moody Press. $2.25. 

This book will lead Christian parents in the 
wise training of their children and the things 
of God from earliest infancy to the junior age. 
The parent who has had training in education 
of the young will be glad for the material pre- 
sented here—material pertaining to salvaticn, 
Christian living, prayer, the Bible memorization 
and giving. This book gives Christian parents 


what is most useful in the home training of 
children. 
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Something New 


We Presbyterians are the recipients of blessings stem- 
ming from the Reformed Faith. 


Our Christian heritage stems from strong conviction on 
great doctrines. 


What’s Coming?—A symposium of the great 
Reformation Doctrines. 


When? August 17th—10 A. M. 
Where? Weaverville, N. C. 


SPEAKERS: 


Dr. Gordon Clark, Head of Dept. of Philosophy, 
Butler University— 


The Reformed Faith and the Confession of Faith 


Dr. R. McFerran Crowe, President, Belhaven College— 
The Reformed Faith and Christian Education 


Dr. William Childs Robinson, Professor of Church 
History, Columbia Theological Seminary— 
The Reformed Faith and the Doctrine 
of Justification 


Dr. Edward J. Young, Professor Old Testament, 
Westminster Theological Seminary— 
The Reformed Faith and the Authority 
of the Scriptures 


Rev. J. Marcellus Kik, Second Reformed Church, 
Little Falls, New Jersey— 


The Reformed Faith and Worship 
Lunch Will Be Served at the Church 


—_- LET US HEAR FROM YOU IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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